
Upcoming Events
December 5, 1999. CBS will air
the made-for-TV movie “Santa and
Pete,” based on the book by Chris-
topher Moore and Pamela Johnson.
The story has a black grandfather,
descendant of slaves under the
Dutch, telling the story to his
grandson of how Santa and his

helper Black Pete came to the New
World in the days of the Dutch.
The TV movie, starring James Earl
Jones, Hume Cronyn and Flex Al-
exander, portrays New Amsterdam
in the 17th century and has a star-
ring role for Domine Bogardus. Ca-
veat spectator.

***
December 11, 1999. Celebrate the
holiday season in the Dutch tradi-
tion. The Albany Visitors Center
presents “Kinderfest,” a children’s
festival with games, storytelling
and other treats. 1–3pm. Storytel-
ling at 2 pm, featuring Janny
Venema  of the NNP with tales
from a Dutch bakery. Free. The

Center is next to the Quackenbush
House, which houses the restaurant
“Nicole’s Bistro.” Plenty of park-
ing is available by driving past “Ni-
cole’s” and turning right on
Spencer Street just past the BP gas
station. Follow the signs for the
“Pump Station,” a brew pub lo-

cated in the old waterworks build-
ing. The entrance to the Visitors
Center is along the walkway be-
tween “Nicole’s” and the “Pump
Station.”

***
Until January 2, 2000, at the De-
troit Institute of Arts, “Rembrandt:
Masterpieces in Etching from the
Morgan Library, New York” illus-
trates the 17th-century Dutch mas-
ter’s ability to capture (in black
and white) a range of human emo-
tions in dramatic settings. For fur-
ther information: <dia.org>.
Contact: 313/8337900. 

***
Until January 9, 2000, at the
Cleveland Museum of Art, “Still-
Life Paintings from the Nether-
lands, 1550-1720.” This is the first
major show of still lifes in over a
decade, and the first in several dec-
ades to attempt to survey the last-
ing popular legacy of 16th- and
17th-century Dutch and Flemish
still-life painting. For extensive ad-
ditional information about the ex-
hibit and the artform consult:
<www.clemusart.com>.
Contact: 216/4217340.

***
Until January 31, 2000 in the
European Reading Room of the Li-
brary of Congress, an exhibit fea-
turing the work of the New
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Dutch children’s song welcoming the arrival of Sinterklaas.
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Netherland Project, with a selec-
tion of documents from the Li-
brary’s collection.
Contact: 202/7075522.

***
Until June 2000. The city of
Ghent in Flanders is celebrating
the birth of Charles V, who was
born on February 24, 1500 in the
Prinsenhof. The multiplicity and
variety of events, too numerous to
do justice to here, can be viewed
on the web: <keizerkarel1500-
2000.gent.be>. Or contact: VZW
Ghent 1500 - 2000 / Sint-
Baafsplein 2A / B-9000 Ghent, Bel-
gium. Tel: +32 (0)9 266.56.00
Fax: +32 (0)9 266.56.29; email:
<KeizerKarel1500-2000@gent.be>

News from the FNN
Save the date January 22, 2000 for
the annual meeting to be held at
the New York Genealogical and

Biographical Society in New York
City at 124 East 58th St. from 1:00
to 3:00 pm. Doors open at noon.

***
The New Netherland Project Din-
ner, under the auspices of the Con-
sulate General of the Netherlands,

was held at the Terrace Gallery of
the Cultural Education Center in
Albany, following the annual
Rensselaerswijck Seminar on Sep-
tember 18, 1999. The Consulate
General was represented by Ms.
Lily Talapessy and Mr. Frank
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Editor’s note
I wish to thank all those who sent

in letters of congratulations for the
25th anniversary of the NNP. Once
again I was taken completely by sur-
prise. It was most gratifying to hear
that the NNP has been helpful to so
many people.

***
The Rensselaerswijck Seminar in

September attracted over 150 people.
The papers presented on the theme
“New Netherland through the Dec-
ades” will appear in forthcoming is-
sues of De Halve Maen. Tapes of the
proceedings can be ordered directly
from the NNP. We are already busy
on the 2000 Seminar which will ad-
dress the theme “New Light on New
Netherland,” featuring papers on
newly uncovered documentary
sources.
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