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tion and accompanying catalogue
are arranged according to themes
that Rembrandt returned to again
and again over time. In his draw-
ings and etchings he recorded—
with totally fresh eyes—daily life
in street and household, the fields
and farms around Amsterdam, and
touchingly realistic nude figures.
His keen observation of facial ex-
pression, hand gestures, and body
language gives new depth to his
biblical narratives.

“Rembrandt’s Journey: Painter,
Draftsman, Etcher” is a not-to-be-
missed opportunity to savor alife-
time’s achievement, extending
from the energetic Baroque works
of the 1630s to the more serene,
meditative pieces of the 1650s.

The exhibition is accompanied
by anillustrated catal og authored
by Clifford S. Ackley, Ronni Baer,
Thomas Rassieur, and William W.
Robinson.

For more information go to:
www.mfa.org; or 617-267-9300

***
November 19, 2003—-February
22, 2004. A rare Vermeer will be
at the MFA. Thanks to the generos-
ity of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the MFA has been given the
unparalleled opportunity to exhibit
a beautiful and rare painting: Johan-
nes Vermeer’'s “Y oung Woman
with a Water Pitcher.” For alim-
ited time, thiswork will be on
view in the Matthew and Edna
Goodrich Brown Gallery along
with a specia ingtallation of the
MFA'’ s Dutch genre paintings.

For more information go to:
www.mfa.org; or 617-267-9300

FNN News

At the June Board meeting, the
treasurer reported that enough
funds are on hand to support the
New Netherland Project and the ac-
tivities of the New Netherland Insti-
tute through the end of the year,

but funds will need to be raised for
the coming year. Later this month,
an annual appeal letter will be sent
to all FNN members.

Over 100 people participated in
the 26th annual Rensselaerswijck
Seminar weekend in New Y ork
City September 20-21, 2003 spon-
sored by the New Netherland Insti-
tute. The weekend events
celebrated the 350th anniversary of
the chartering of Nieuw Amster-
dam as amunicipality on February
2, 1653 and also the building in
1653 of the original northern defen-
sive wall. The South Street Seaport
Museum provided a behind-the-
scenes tour of Schermerhorn Row,
a 19th century hotel and counting
house; an opportunity to view
early Dutch artifacts found during
archeological digsin lower Man-
hattan and a walking tour of Wall
Street (the original northern defen-
sive wall of Fort Amsterdam); and
aspecial preview of 20 antiquarian
maps of Nieuw Amsterdam/Nether-
land that Bert Twaalfhoven, a
Dutch venture capitalist and philan-
thropist has given to Fordham Uni-
versity.

At the Seminar speakers from
both the United States and the
Netherlands focused on the charter-
ing of Nieuw Amsterdam in 1653
with papers on the charter itself as
atransmission of governmental ap-
paratus from the Old World, a com-

parison of the charter with that of
contemporaneous Boston, and the
problems relating to the estab-
lishment of the charter in the Atlan-
tic context of the West India
Company. It also addressed such
matters as the acceptance of the
newly arrived Jews from Brazil,
Stuyvesant’ s failure to make
Nieuw Amsterdam a purely re-
formed city, and Nieuw Amster-
dam’ srestoration as Nieuw Orange
during the third Anglo-Dutch war.
The papers will be published in up-
coming editions of De Halve
Maen, the scholarly publication of
The Holland Saociety, edited by
David William Voorhees. In addi-
tion to the program, Roland Ro-
gers, president of the 350th NYC
Anniversary Committee, brought
samples of a$24 commemorative
coin for sale; also, Janny

Venema s new book Beverwijck, a
Dutch Village on the American
Frontier, 1652-1664, was avail-
able for sale (both items now for
sale through our website). Janny is
a Project Associate with the NNP,
which has been trand ating and pub-
lishing the official 17th century
Dutch colonial documents since
1974.

Following the Seminar a group
of 110 people gathered for a dinner
cruise aboard World Y acht’s Em-
press. During the cruise Russell
Shorto and David V oorhees took
people back to the 17th century
with an entertaining narrative of
what one might see sailing by
Nieuw Amsterdam. After dinner
Benjamin Schmidt was presented
with the Hendricks Manuscript
Award for his book, Innocence
Abroad: The Dutch Imagination
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Editor's Note:

If you are considering a purchase
through Amazon, such as Janny
Venema's book, please remember to
access Amazon first through our
website. It's very simple. Just go to
www.nnp.or g; click on Book Storein
the left margin; alist of bookswill ap-
pear which will give usaroyalty via
Amazon when you click on the title
and purchase. If the book order isat
least $25, it may qualify for Amazon's
Super Saver Shipping; for example,
Janny’ s book qualifies and will be sent
without shipping charges. If you don’t
see the book you are looking for in the
list, click on the Amazon box in the
center of the screen. Thiswill bring
you directly to Amazon’ s website.
ALL purchases made in this way
(whether book or chainsaw) will also
financially benefit the New Nether-
land Project.
and the New World, 1570-1670.
[ See Firth Fabend’ s book review.]
On Sunday the South Street Sea-
port Museum hosted a breakfast
and atour of Schermerhorn Row.
After touring the extensive restora-
tion site, groups were guided down
Wall Street to experience the ex-
tent of the original defensive wall
constructed in 1653, which eventu-
ally became the city’ s financial dis-
trict. Once the tour of Wall Street
was completed participants were in-
vited to a sneak preview of aNew
Netherland map exhibit at Ford-
ham University’slibrary arranged
by Andrea Axelrod of the Nether-
land-America Foundation.
Co-sponsors of the Seminar
weekend eventsincluded the
Acorn Foundation, Consulate Gen-
eral of the Netherlands, Friends of
New Netherland, The Holland So-
ciety of New York, LuciusN. Lit-
tauer Foundation, Netherland—
America Foundation, New Y ork
State Library, New Y ork Genea-

logical and Biographica Society,

Society of Daughters of Holland
Dames, Colonia Lords of Manors
in America, St. Nicholas Society,
and South Street Seaport Museum.

Omission: The FNN gratefully
acknowledges the contribution of
Westnet, Inc. under the Magistrate
level, which was unfortunately left
off the August 2003 donorlist.

Book review

The winner of thisyear’s Hen-
dricks Prize is Benjamin Schmidt
for hisbook The Dutch Imagina-
tion and the New World, 1570—
1670, published by Cambridge
University Pressin 2001. This
work explores the process of en-
counter that took place between the
Netherlands and the New World in
the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies. Although it dwells only
briefly on New Netherland, it con-
tributes to the scholarship on the
Dutch colonial experience in Amer-
ica—acriterion of the Prize—in its
documentation of Dutch images of
America, particularly in Chapters 1
and 2. Schmidt establishesa
strong foundation for the case that
American reaction to British tyr-
anny had its earliest model in the
rebellion of the Dutch against the
Spanish, an important observation,
taking as we do the Dutch colonial
experience in Americato extend to
the Revolution. His subject is
America s reception in the Nether-
lands, which he dealswith by fo-
cusing on Dutch representations of
Wicked Spain and Innocent Amer-
ica—a stand-in for the Innocent
Netherlands. At the end of the 16th
century, a new iconography of
America developed, he says, an
America of pastoral quiet, virginal
grace, Arcadian, and newly valu-

able—i.e.,, Gold vs. God. “Gold un-
ravels America, draws the greedy
Europeans to ravish it, when they
should have been saving it for
God.” Later still, Americais seen
no longer as innocent, but in the
language of “revenue, plunder, and
violation.” The work is beautifully
written, sure, sophisticated, and
authoritative. He has arich and var-
ied vocabulary, uses quotations ef-
fectively, is convincing, and
always entertaining. A polished,
knowledgeable, and lively work
with excellent, meaty footnotes
and wonderful illustrations, it can
be enjoyed by a wide readership.
Benjamin Schmidt is Assistant Pro-
fessor of History at the University
of Washington. [Review by Firth
Fabend, historian and NNP fellow.]

News

If you were unable to accompany
the group on September 21st to
Fordham University for the pre-
view of the New Netherland map
exhibit or attend the official open-
ing on October 24th, you can now
view the 20 maps on our website.
Not only can each map be quickly
accessed but, thanks to our
webmaster, Howard Funk, a free
program can be downloaded which
enables the viewer to zoomin on
map details.

Websites

L ooking for awinter project? How
about The Eighty YearsWar? A
good place to start isa Leiden Uni-
versity website, which has an ex-
tensive bibliography and complete
texts of documents, such as the
Unie van Utrecht and the Plakkaat
van Verlatinghe. Just go to:
http://dutchrevolt.leidenuniv.nl/
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Totidem Verbis

Twenty years ago Janny Venema visited the NNP looking for a map of New Netherland to take back to her students in Haarlem. Eventually she would settle in the Al-
bany area, making it possible for her to work on the Project. In addition to learning to transcribe the 17th-c Dutch mss, | asked her to begin work on a map of Bever-
wijck. Research for the map led her deeply into the lives of the inhabitants of the Dutch village. Asaresult of thisresearch she hasreceived a PhD from the Vrije
Universiteit in Amsterdam and authored a book entitled Beverwijck, a Dutch village on the American Frontier, 1652-1664. Following is a sketch of one of those fami-
lieswho walked the streets of Beverwijck, now Albany, the capitd of New York State.

A foot print in Beverwijck
One of the most important founders of
Beverwijck on the upper Hudson was
Pieter Hartgers. Asa23-year old he
had come over to the patroonship of
Rensselaerswijck in 1643, but at the
age of forty he lived back in the father-
land. His brother Joost, whose book-
store was on De Dam, at the corner of
the Kalverstraet in Amsterdam, had
loaned him £260 for the journey to
New Netherland. At Joost’ s store peo-
ple could buy, among others, Joost’s
1651 publication of the Beschrij-
vinghe van Virginia, Nieuw Neder -
landt, Nieu Engelandt en d’ eylanden
Bermudes, Barbados en . Christo-
pher, which was a compilation of pre-
vioudly printed texts, to which Pieter
may have contributed.

In Rensselaerswijck Pieter had a
brewery in 1646, and in the 1650s he
collaborated with two other menin a
farm and a brewery near the first kil
in Beverwijck. Hisinvolvement in the
fur trade alowed him to build up good
contacts with the natives, which may
have enhanced his trading options.
Dueto his successin the trade Hart-
gersfrequently held positionsin the
court and the consistory of Bever-
wijck.

Some five years after hisarrival, he
married Sijtje Roelofs, the third daugh-
ter of the early settlers Anneke Jans
and Roelof Jansz van Masterlant.
Around 1650 the couple had two
daughters, but life for the family
changed dramatically following Sij-
tje' s death sometime in, or perhaps
prior to, 1659. Hartgers then went
back to the fatherland, taking his eight-
and ten-year-old daughters with him.
In December 1660, he lived in South
Holland and was married to his second
wife Evavan Rijswijck.

In Beverwijck Hartgers had been
one of the successful inhabitants, and
in addition to the trading business he

continued, he had to take care of sev-
eral pieces of property. As other suc-
cessful burghers, he had invested
money in various enterprises. In the
summer of 1661 he wasfor alast sum-
mer in New Netherland to arrange
many of his affairs. His share of the
brewery he probably sold to the co-
owners, and he arranged to sell and
rent several of his houses and lots. Be-
fore hislast farewell to New Nether-
land he gave a power of attorney to
Gerrit Swart and Abraham Staets, who
in the coming years would take care of
his businessin Beverwijck; in August
1662, they rented out three of his
houses and sold the garden south of
Beverwijck. His brother-in-law Johan-
nes van Brugh dealt with property at
Manhattan.

Analyzing some of Hartgers' prop-
erty in Beverwijck could lead to inter-
esting conclusions about the value of
location. Onelot between the Joncker-
straet and the first kill he sold for
£2,700. A much larger lot with a
house on theriver, south of the third
kill had cost £1910in 1659, but in
1666 it was, dong with some forty
other houses and barns, destroyed by
the ice, and whatever was left of it was
sold for £160. A house and ot on the
east side of Pearl Street including a
garden south of Fort Orange was sold
for the sum of £850. Comparing the
differencesin price between these
three lots could lead to the conclusion
that lots north of the bijeenwoninge
were more expensive than those east
of present-day Pearl Street, but
cheaper than those in the center of the
bijeenwoninge between the first kill
and Jonckerstraet, which at that time
seem to have been prime property.

In October 1661, Hartgers went
back to the fatherland for good. Eva
died before April 1663. She may have
been a sister of schout Gerrit Swart’s
wife, Anthoniavan Rijswijck. Not

only do their names suggest this, but
when Hartgers |eft Beverwijck for the
last time, he gave a power of attorney
to manage his affairsto hisfriend
Abraham Staets, and a so to Swart.
Usualy, only relatives or good friends
would perform services like this.

In January 1664, Pieter married
again and had three more children.
English authorities confiscated proper-
tiesin Albany belonging to menin
Holland in 1667; most likely they in-
cluded Hartgers' s possessions. He
moved to Alkmaer, where apparently
he worked as a brewer. When he died
in 1670, his daughter Johanna had mar-
ried one of Pieter’ slong-time business
partners. Nearly at the end of the sev-
enteenth century some peoplein Al-
bany may have had some clear
memories of the two girlswho, to-
gether with their father, had sailed
away from Beverwijck in 1659 to live
in the fatherland. In 1698 Ryseck
Swart (as Anthonia van Rijswijck, Ger-
rit Swart’swidow, was called in the
community) pawned asilver beaker
with the inscription Rachel Hartgers to
the deaconry in return for care, board
and drink. It probably was the beaker
that Rachel had inherited from her
grandmother Anneke Jansin 1663,
when the girl was already back in the
Republic. By thetime Ryseck wasin
need of care, Rachel had married as
well and also became related to Jo-
hanna s business family. At the an-
nouncement of the bannson
December 31, 1676, “Rachel Hartgers
from Oranjeliving at the Prince-
gracht” was assisted by her uncle and
guardian, Joost Hartgers. It seems that
in making the choice to go back to the
fatherland, Pieter Hartgers definitely
had the future of his daughtersin
mind. But by contributing much to the
establishment of the community at
Beverwijck, he left aclear footprint in
the New World.
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